OPEN LETTER FROM PRESS PUBLISHERS AND PRESS PUBLISHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS
TO THE EU CO-LEGISLATORS: “THE EMFA MUST LIVE UP TO ITS NAME”

Brussels, 27 June 2023

At this critical time, the undersigned signatories call upon the European Parliament and Member
States to ensure that the European Media Freedom Act (EMFA) lives up to its name.
Safeguarding the fundamental principles of press and media freedom is a necessary
precondition for a thriving and pluralistic media landscape, online as well as offline. Yet, some
provisions from the initial proposal would prevent reaching those objectives, as well-intentioned
as they are. We appreciate the ongoing dialogue with policy makers at both European and
national level and welcome some positive changes suggested by the co-legislators.
Nonetheless, in light of the imminent finalisation of the respective negotiating positions, we
would like to point out remaining, serious concerns on behalf of press publishers.

As press publishers, we are unequivocally committed to protecting media freedom and
European values, which are at the heart of our activities. Hence, not only do we share EMFA’s
overarching goal, but we welcome strengthening the provisions fostering transparency,
shielding media companies from political interference and protecting journalists and journalistic
sources, providing fair and transparent distribution of State advertising and extending the
provision on audience measurement to digital gatekeepers. Such provisions address the
political interferences that threaten press freedom and these should be strengthened even
further. Nonetheless, the helpful aspects do not compensate for the problematic aspects of the
EMFA.

For example, several provisions of the EMFA are counter-productive to the protection of press
freedom and disregard some well-established national frameworks and constitutionally
protected practices’. This includes the provision that interferes with the internal functioning and
operations of media companies. Given the sensitivity of the issue and differences in national
traditions, this should not be harmonised at European level.

Similarly, the potential inclusion of the press sector under the oversight of a new European
Board for Media Services would be a tangible threat to press freedom, disregarding that the free
press is held accountable by compliance with general laws and self-regulation at national level.
The Board in its operation must not supersede national rules and traditions, and must not have
lower standards of political independence than those required of national media authorities. As
such, it is crucial to ensure the full independence of the Board from the European Commission.

Furthermore, EMFA does not go far enough to safeguard freedom of expression and pluralism
online and prevent censorship from very large digital platforms, that is becoming a widespread
problem. The protection for freedom of expression must be considerably strengthened to
guarantee the unfettered distribution of lawful European press content, and for pluralistic
information to remain freely accessible online without undue interferences from VLOPs in an
era of growing disinformation.

Media freedom and pluralism will not be achieved through the harmonisation of media regulation
across Europe and the disruption of functioning and long-established legal frameworks in the

L This is without prejudice to signatories who might bring additional matters to the table during the
legislative process to complement those reflected in this letter.



Member States. In fact, it might overturn functioning national systems while side-stepping the
root cause of problems, often ingrained in broader political, economic and rule of law issues.

Finally, we caution against rushing into a hasty adoption of the negotiating mandates that could
potentially have severe, long-lasting consequences for press freedom. The importance of
ensuring a pluralistic EMFA debate whereby all arguments and implications are adequately
assessed cannot be overstated. Therefore, we invite EU Member States and the European
Parliament to implement the necessary changes for the sake of true and uncompromised media
freedom and pluralism in Europe, off- and online.

Sincerely,
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Solinger Tageblattes
GmbH & Co. KG,
Germany

Sranffurter Allgemeine

Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung GmbH,
Germany

,O:;_T.Md'lﬂ' Tﬂg gufﬂ“‘%“ﬂﬂ
‘\Beobachfer

Seesener Beobachter,
Germany

Miinstersche Zeitung

Minstersche Zeitung,
Germany

Badische Zeitung,
Germany

#  Aachener Zeitung

Aachener Zeitung,
Germany

Grafschafter
Nachrichten

Grafschafter
Nachrichten, Germany

Vosges
matin

Vosges Matin, France

WESTFALEN-BLATT

Westfalen-Blatt,
Germany

) BADISCHE
23 BNN &
A NACHRICHTEN

Badische Neueste
Nachrichten
Badendruck GmbH,
Germany

mediengruppe
pressedruck

Mediengruppe
Pressedruck, Germany

OvB

HEIMATZEITUNGEN

OVB GmbH & CO KG,
Germany
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NEUE DEISTER-ZEITUNG

Wir sprechen lhre Sprache
NDZ Neue Deister-Zeitung, Druck- und
Verlagshaus J.C. Erhardt GmbH, Germany
Verlag Dierichs GmbH & Co. KG, Germany:

e HNA Hessische / Niedersachsische
Allgemeine

Boyens Medien GmbH & Co. KG, Germany:

e Dithmarscher Landeszeitung

e Brunsbditteler Zeitung
e Marner Zeitung

e Dithmarscher Kurier

Verlag Parzeller GmbH & Co. KG, Germany:

e Fuldaer Zeitung
e Hiunfelder Zeitung
e Schlitzer Bote

e Kinzigtal Nachrichten

HAAS Mediengruppe, Germany:

e Mannheimer Morgen

e Sludhessen Morgen

e Schwetzinger Zeitung/Hockenheimer
Tageszeitung

e Bergstraller Anzeiger

e Frankische Nachrichten

Mediengruppe Attenkofer, Germany

e Abendzeitung

dierichs

Zeitungsdruck

’.\ BOYENS
MEDIEN

Dithmarfcher Sandeszeitung
Brunsbiitreler Jeitung
Marner & Jeitung
Dithmarfther Kurier

7

VERLAG PARZELLER

Fuldaer Zeitung

Hiinfelder Zeitung
Schlitzer Bote

Kinzigtal Nachrichten

J4HAAS

MEDIENGRUPPE

MORGEN

SUDHESSEN

MORGEN

[BABergstraBer Anzeiger
er 0. P S

Kﬁ-.' Frankische

Nachrichten

“ MEDIENGRUPPE
u Attenkofer
Albendzoitung
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Mitteldeutsche Verlags- und Druckhaus % Mediengruppe

GmbH, Germany: Magdeburg
e MZ Mitteldeutsche Zeitung WA Mitteldeutsche Zeitung
e Volksstimme Volksstimme
Kieler Nachrichten @  Segeberger Zeitung & ﬁ SoxoTanzeen MADSACK
'ff‘f_fjf‘ MEDIENGRUPPE
Kieler Nachrichten, Segeberger Zeitung, Kdélner Stadt-Anzeiger  MADSACK
Germany Germany Medien, Germany Mediengruppe,
Germany
LUDWICSBURGER K773 Waltroper Zeitung XYY Dattelner Morgenpost I T (s g4 e
Ludwigsburger Waltroper Zeitung, Dattelner Morgenpost, = Dorstener Zeitung,
Kreiszeitung, Germany  Germany Germany Germany

TS [ Settweger Angeiger [IEY Hertener Allgemeine 77 Marler Zeitung

Halterner Zeitung, Hellweger Anzeiger, Hertener Allgemeine, Marler Zeitung,
Germany Germany Germany Germany

X3 Redlinghiiuser Zeitung EZ3 Stimbery Zeitung

Mdinsterland Zeitung, Recklinghauser Ruhr Nachrichten, Stimberg Zeitung,
Germany Zeitung, Germany Germany Germany
Neue Osnabriicker Zeitung GmbH & Co.
KG, Germany: QOZ
o Neue Osnabriicker Zeitung RS NABRUCKER
= Q=
e Meller Kreisblatt Wleller ﬁreiﬁhléug
e Wittlager Kreisblatt Wittlﬂll?l'ﬁl’tiﬁhlgﬁ
oz
e Bramscher Nachrichten Bramjcher ANadyrichten
Qoz
e Bersenbriicker Kreisblatt Berfenbriicker Kueisblntt
-  G=
e Lingener Tagespost NG R GESPOST
Qoz
e Meppener Tagespost MEPPE%@RGESPOST
—0x
e Ems-Zeitung EMS-ZEITUN@E
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Medienhaus - Pforzheimer Zeitung - J.
Esslinger GmbH & Co. KG, Germany:

sh:z Schleswig-Holsteinischer Zeitungsverlag

Pforzheimer Zeitung

GmbH & Co. KG, Germany:

Eckernférder Zeitung

Flensburger Tageblatt

Gllickstadter Fortuna

Holsteinischer Courier

Husumer Nachrichten

Insel-Bote

Schleswig-Holsteinische Landeszeitung

Nordfriesland Tageblatt

Norddeutsche Rundschau

Ostholsteiner Anzeiger

Schlei-Bote

Schleswiger Nachrichten

Stormarner Tageblatt

Sylter Rundschau

Wilstersche Zeitung

«PZ

medien

Piorsheimer Seitung

Schleswig-Holsteinischer
Zeitungsverlag GmbH & Co. KC

sh:
Cclevnfdrder Jeitung

FLENSBURGER TAGEBLATT
(Silﬁtfflt&btgf Fortuna

COURIER
Hufumer Nachrichten
Der Infel-VBote
LANDESZEITUNG
NORDFRIESLAND TAGEBLATT

NORDDEUTSCHE RUNDSCHAU

OSTHOLSTEINER

. ANZEIGER

Schlei s Bote
Schlesmwiger Nachrichten
Stormarner Jageblatt

Sylter Rundichau
Wilftetfche 3eitung
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A. Beig Druckerei und Verlag GmbH & Co. KG,

Germany:

Barmstedter Zeitung
Elmshorner Nachrichten
Pinneberger Tageblatt
Quickborner Tageblatt
Schenefelder Tageblatt
Uetersener Nachrichten

Wedel-Schulauer Tageblatt

VRM Wetzlar GmbH, Germany:

Verlagsgesellschaft Vogelsberg GmbH & Co.

Allgemeine Zeitung

Darmstadter Echo
Echo
Hinterlander Anzeiger

Wetzlarer Neue Zeitung

Wiesbadener Kurier

KG, Germany:

Lauterbacher Anzeiger

Oberhessische Zeitung

Medienhaus:nord, Germany:

Schweriner Volkszeitung
Der Prignitzer

NNN Norddeutsche Neueste Nachrichten

Elmshorner & Anchrichten

A. Beig

" Druckerei und Verlag
1844 GmbH & Co. KG

Pavmptedter Zeitung

Pinneberger Tageblatt
Quickborner Tageblatt
Schenefelder Tageblatt
Tefetiener Nadiridyten
Wedel-Schulauer Tageblatt

JRM

DARMSTADTER ECHO

Wir bewegen.

Allgemeine 3eitung

Hinterléinder Anzeiger
Weizlarer Neue Zeifung

VERLAGSGESELLSCHAFT

VOGELSBERG

Canfetbadyer Unseiger
Dberbeiiiide Jeitung

medienhausznord

SVZN

chweriner Volkszeitung

Der Prignitzer

NNnrddeutsche

eues

te Nachrichten
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Rheiderland Zeitung, Verlag H. Risius KG,
Germany:

e RZ Rheiderland Zeitung

MVFP

Medienverband
der freien Presse

MVFP, Germany

m DELIUS KLASING

Delius Klasing Verlag,
Germany

1
KRAMMER GROUP =—
1

KLAMBT

Mediengruppe
KLAMBT, Germany

KNM Krammer Neue
Medien, Germany

DER SPIEGEL

SPIEGEL-Verlag,
Germany

N
MICHAELS (
BUND

Sankt Michaelsbund
Di6zesanverband
Miinchen und Freising
e.V. Minchner
Kirchenzeitung,
Germany

schuhkurier*

.4

VINCENTZ
Vincentz Network,
Germany

Schuhkurier, Germany

N\
RI?//RINT&more

PRINT&more, Das
Magazin des
Medienverbands der
freien Presse — MVFP,
Germany

Verlag W. Sachon GmbH

Verlag W. Sachon,
Germany

(7] Rheiderland

») FUNKE <&

Kcésing

FUNKE Mediengruppe,
Germany

Keesing Media Group,
Germany

T\ .
MEDIENHAUS mhp_medien
il

Wir machen das -
evangelisch

Medienhaus der
Evangelischen Kirche
in Hessen und Nassau
Evangelische Sonntags-
Zeitung, Germany

mhp_medien,
Germany

# STERNEFELD MEDIEN

Sternefeld Medien, Germany

ag

Burda Verlag, Germany
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@D

ATHENS DAILY NEWSPAPER
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

EIHEA, Greece

Hungarian Publishers’
Association, Hungary

LEG

FEDERAZIONE ITALIANA
EDITORI GIORNALI

FIEG, ltaly

W 1ZBA ,
WYDAWCOW

4 PRASY

Izba Wydawcow Prasy,
Poland

@== PRENSA
e |BERICA

Prensa lberica, Spain

ENPA

NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

ENPA, European
Newspaper Publishers
Association

GREECE

HUNGARY

ITALY

POLAND

SPAIN

EUROPE

M
MAGAZINE MEDIA
M

EMMA, European
Magazine Media
Association
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